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RECREATIONAL FISHING LICENCES 

331. Hon COLIN de GRUSSA to the minister representing the Minister for Fisheries: 

The state government has recently announced it will increase the number of recreational fishing licences by 
10 per cent from 8 July 2017. When the licence was introduced in 2009, the current Premier stated in the other 
place that the fee would — 

… remove the pleasure for a lot of people and it will impose a cost on some people who will have 
difficulty affording it. 

He further stated that the — 

… breadth of my electorate will be unhappy with this fee that the government is imposing on them, as it 
will not do anything to preserve fish stocks; it will just rip money off people for no good reason. 

With these comments in mind — 

(1) Does the minister concede that increases to this fee will “rip money off people for no good reason”? 

(2) Does the minister admit this increase will “impose a cost on some people who will have difficulty 
affording it”? 

(3) Is the minister concerned this fee increase will encourage recreational fishers to “get their money’s 
worth” and result in unsustainable fishing practices? 

Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN replied: 

I thank the member for notice of the question. 

(1) No. These fees were introduced by the previous Liberal–National government and are reinvested in 
recreational fisheries management, research, compliance and community projects. Of the total revenue, 
15 per cent goes to Recfishwest, the peak body representing recreational fishers, and 25 per cent goes 
towards the recreational fishing initiatives fund to fund projects to provide better recreational fishing 
experiences, such as artificial reefs and rock fishing safety initiatives. The increase to the license fee is 
only $5 and it has not been increased in the last seven years. 

(2) No. A 50 per cent discount is already provided to seniors, pensioner and children aged under 16 years. 
Fishers are also entitled to a further 10 per cent discount if they take out two or more licences. 

(3) No. The existing bag limits are widely accepted by recreational fishers as they know their value as one 
of the measures in place to ensure that we have quality and sustainable fisheries. 
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